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month before his death, in which he sends his warm congratulations to his daughter Marguerite on her reinstatement by Charles as Regent of the Netherlands. With splendid unselfishness, the dying man puts aside all thought or mention of his own condition, to rejoice in the well-deserved recognition of his daughter's valuable services. He had recently asked her for a portrait of his grandson Ferdinand, who had now arrived in the Netherlands, and was almost a stranger to his family. The boy's likeness had reached him safely and given him much pleasure.
Maximilian had also had the satisfaction of carrying out lately, in 1518, a marriage for his eldest granddaughter Eleonora with Emanuel, King of Portugal. The marriage arranged for Ferdinand with Anne, the daughter of Wladislav II, King of Hungary, gave him great content, and it was ensured by the Princess Anne being already in his guardianship at Innsbruck. Her brother Louis, the heir of the kingdom of Hungary, was betrothed to Maximilian's daughter Marie, so that the coveted throne of Hungary was doubly secured to his descendants.
Cages of singing birds, and a favourite hound by his bedside, recalled those happy days of his past life, in the woods and hunting-grounds of his beloved Tyrol. He had always been an enthusiastic lover of music, and the attendance of some of his Court musicians had power to soothe his hours of weariness, in this unaccustomed confinement. When restless with mortal illness, the Emperor asked his devoted and learned friend the Doctor Mennel, if there was anything new and pleasant which he could read alpudtn
